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In October 2003, a stretch of Difficult Run in the Hunter Valley area of Oakton was stabilized. A trail 
and the Hunter Mill riding ring were being threatened by an eroding streambank. The cost of the project 
was minimal.  NVSWCD and VDOF collaborated on the analysis design and installation. VDOF provided 
some of the materials and DPWES-MSMD provided heavy equipment. The primary technique for this 
project was incorporating root wads into the streambanks.   
 
The Accotink Creek and Cinnamon Creek stabilization projects, which were installed last year, continue 
to perform well and have proven themselves during the excessive amounts of rain in 2003, approximately 
1.5 times the average annual amount and has survived Hurricane Isabel.  It was also a joint stabilization 
project. Cinnamon Creek before and after photos are below, Figures 14 and 15. 
 
 

 
During 2003 the Kingstowne stream restoration project did not require maintenance. A brochure 
(Appendix F) about the project, encouraging the neighboring homeowners to be good stewards of the 
stream was produced and distributed in 2002. The Kingstowne project was initiated in 1998 as a 
partnership among Fairfax County, NVSWCD, the NRCS, and two citizen groups, (Citizens Alliance to 

Figure 14.  Eroded Banks, Cinnamon Creek 
Stabilization Project - BEFORE (Photo courtesy of 
NVSWCD) 

Figure 15.  Cinnamon Creek Restoration 
Project, 2003 - AFTER (Photo courtesy of 
NVSWCD) 

Figure 13.  Snake Den Restoration 
Project, after its banks were revegetated. 
 (Photo courtesy of RA) 

Figure 12.  Snake Den Restoration 
Project—replanting of vegetative 
stream buffer. (Photo courtesy of 
RA) 


